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GENERAL PROVISIONS
ARTICLE 231.
The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany
accepts the responsibility of Germany and her allies for causing
all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated
Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a
consequence of the war imposed upon them by the aggression
of Germany and her allies.
ARTICLE 232.
The Allied and Associated Governments recognise that the
resources of Germany are not adequate, after taking into account
permanent diminutions of such resources which will result
from other provisions of the present Treaty, to make complete
reparation for all such loss and damage.
The Allied and Associated Governments, however, require,
and Germany undertakes, that she will make compensation
for all damage done to the civilian population of the Allied and
Associated Powers and to their property during the period of
the belligerency of each as an Allied or Associated Power
against Germany by such aggression by land, by sea and from
the air, and in general all damage as defined in Annex I hereto.
In accordance with Germany's pledges, already given, as
to complete restoration for Belgium, Germany undertakes, in
addition to the compensation for damage elsewhere in this
Part provided for, as a consequence of the violation of the
Treaty of 1839, to make reimbursement of all sums which
Belgium has borrowed from the Allied and Associated Govern-
ments up to November 11, 1918, together with interest at the
rate of five per cent. (5 %) per annum on such sums. This
amount shall be determined by the Reparation Commission,
and the German Government undertakes thereupon forthwith
to make a special issue of bearer bonds to an equivalent amount
payable in marks gold, on May 1, 1926, or, at the option of the